
The Emperor of All Maladies 
 

2 Assignments: 

There are many more forms of cancer treatment in 2023 than those available to Sydney Farber in his 
dark basement facility at Children’s Hospital, Boston, in 1947. Your assignments are simple enough: 

1. Create a visual representation of the history of cancer treatment according to The 
Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer.  

“What does that mean,” you say?  

“Well, that’s up to you,” is my reply. 

You retort, “But what do you want to see Mr. Gibson?” 

I restate, “A visual representation of the history of cancer treatment according to The 
Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer.” 

Now, with some level of irritation, you ask, “What exactly does that look like?” 

Finally, I concede.  
 

• You KNOW some of the basic requirements. 
Neat—do not draw shapes freehand.  Use a ruler, compass, etc. 
Colorful 
Creative 
Interesting 

• The piece should be completely your work. You may NOT obtain help from 
ANYONE else. 

• Represent ALL treatments: their names, methods of administration, 
effectiveness, created/discovered by, side effects, etc. 

• Begin at the beginning and end at the end. 
 
Some example ideas: 

A creative timeline 
A booklet 
A SMALL poster/organized collage 

A documentary style video 
CREATIVITY is a plus! 

 
2. Annotate your book, cover to cover. Be sure to highlight and define any new 

words.   
 
Do not ask me questions or seek advanced approval. Confidently demonstrate what 
you’ve learned after reading the book.  See you in the fall! Due the first week of school. 
 
 


